ELA Answers: Week 6 (Change)
Day 1:
1. In line 1, what is “nature’s first green”? Hint: Think about what happens in
Questions
the spring. Nature’s first green is are the first buds or first signs that
about
spring is coming when trees start to spring leaves and flowers. The actual
Nothing Gold
gold can be golden flowers on some trees.
Stays
2. The speaker says that nature’s first green “is gold.” What are some words,
ideas, images, or emotions that we associate with gold? Are these
associations mostly positive or negative? Answers will vary but student
should list items of value--jewelry, anniversaries, gold tends to signify great
value and that is a positive connotation.
3. Considering your answer to question 2, what is the speaker saying about
“nature’s first green” when he calls it “gold”? Nature’s first green, or those
first leaves, are the first signs of spring--and it gold because it so
important and beautiful. It symbolizes new life and new beginnings.
4. In line 2, the speaker says that gold is nature’s “hardest hue to hold.” As it is
used in this line, what does hold mean? The hardest hue to hold...the
hardest color or feeling to maintain. Have students think of a new
relationship or new activity they start--it’s like the honeymoon phase of
anything new.
5. In lines 3 and 4, the speaker says that nature’s early leaf is a flower that
lasts only for “an hour.” Do you think he means this literally—that the
flower dies after one hour? If he doesn’t mean it literally, what is the
speaker saying here? It is not meant literally...it signifies how quickly the
“newness” of something passes away.
6. Tone is the attitude that the speaker or poet has towards what he is writing
about. Look at lines 1-4 then lines 5-6. What is the change or shift in tone
that happens? What words reveal this change? The first 2 stanzas (Lines
1-4) are describing the beginning and then in lines 5-8, the poem shifts to
the “subsiding” or the ending that begins to happen.
7. Consider the three things in the poem that change: a bud, Eden, and dawn.
What do these three things have in common? All are the beginning--they
are beautiful but also fragile and end quickly---a flower bud, Paradise, and
the new morning.

Day 1:
Answer
Questions
for Stay
Gold.

1. Where does the speaker want the reader to go (in his/her imagination) in
lines 1-5? The speaker refers to “ a moment of long ago” so he wants
them to think about a time in their past--when they were young and
“carefree.

2.

According to the speaker, how did they feel about life “way back when”?
When you are young, you tend to look at life as if it will last forever.

3.

Why do you think most people tend to look at the past in that way? Why
is that time considered “so gold”? People tend to look at times in their
past as “the good old days”. We tend to forget some of the problems
because as children, we might not realize they were challenges.

4. There is a tone shift starting on line 8. What does the speaker start to
describe? The poem says “but nothing can stay gold”..that change will
have to happen.
5.

Interpret the lines 17-18 into your own words:
“Life ..is but a twinkling of an eye
Yet filled with sorrow and compassion”
In the twinkling of an eye means that change feels like it happens
quickly...and we often feel a loss for times that has passed.

6. In the movie, one friend is telling the other to “stay gold”, what does he
mean by that? He doesn’t want his friend to change. He wants him to
stay as he is.
7. In Frost’s poem, he is talking about nature. In Stevie Wonder’s song, he is
referring to a friendship. What is the common theme (message of the
poem)? What can we learn from this theme? Our relationships and our
lives go through stages as well...when we start a relationship or a journey
in life, we are often in that “carefree” stage where everything is exciting, but
things change as we grow older.

Writing for
Day 1
Day 2:

Answers will vary.
1. What does the pre-frontal cortex part of the brain control? How does
the fact that it is not fully developed until someone is in their 20’s affect
teen behavior? The prefrontal cortex allows us to move beyond
impulse and to think about consequences and make better decisions.
This part of the brain doesn’t develop fully until the mid-twenties so
often, teens are working on impulse instead of thinking things through
completely. It is a time when teens make mistakes and hopefully are
learning from it.
2. Teens tend to increase their “risky” behavior during adolescence.
What does the article note as the positive side of this risky behavior?
The positive side of risky behavior is that you attempt things and learn
from them. Additionally, if it is a positive risk (like deciding to speak in

front of the class or to raise your hand, even) the brain process the
results as a reward so you’ll probably want to do it again.

Day 3:
Answer
Questions to
The Circuit.

3.

How does being more sensitive or emotional during adolescence help
teens become better learners? Emotions help teens connect with
others and they also tend to make teens remember and learn from
experiences more because they have had an emotional reaction to
them.

4.

What additional benefit do teens experience because they are more
emotional?  Emotions can not only make you feel and learn more, but
this is also helping people with their ability to avoid unwanted
circumstances.

1. Reread the opening paragraphs. What kind of work do the
narrator and his family do? Cite details from the story that support
your answers. The family work as migrant farmers. When you read
the beginning of the story, you can see that the author refers to the
different picking seasons such as strawberry season, He
specifically mentions the Braceros which are immigrant workers
who work harvesting crops by season.
2. How does the narrator feel about moving? How do you know?
Cite examples from the text. At the beginning of the story, you can
tell that he doesn’t enjoy it. At the beginning of the story, he “feels
the weight of the move” and it brings him to tears. He also stays up
the night before and thinks about how he “hated this move” and
finally, as they drive away, he “feels a lump” in his throat indicating
that he wants to cry.

3.

Describe the narrator’s work day once he moves to Fresno. He
works picking grapes and it is very hard work. They wake early
in the mornings and work in the heat of the summer. His body is
worn out by this work as he notes that his “body ached all over”
and he “could hardly move”.

4. Why does the narrator consider Mr. Lema his “only friend”? Mr.

Lema, the teacher, takes a special interest in him. He doesn’t
laugh at him, but understands that he is behind academically.
He also wants him to learn new things like how to play an

instrument.

Day 3:
Answers to
the
questions
about
Coming of
Age

5.

Reread the last paragraph of the story. How do you think that
the constant change of moving so often affects the narrator?
What do you predict will happen to him? Answers will vary, but it
is obviously and hard for this teen to move from place to place. It
puts him behind academically and then he worries that others will
find out about it. He is also not really able to connect with
anyone because he moves so much. While it might break some
people, with this author, it didn’t--he ended up attending college
and becoming a professor.

1.

What ritual does the speaker in the poem experience with her mother?
She sits on her mother’s lap each morning and looks out at the world
and tells her mother what she sees.

2.

Her mother asks her the same question each day. Is she asking the
speaker to literally describe what she sees out the window? Explain
your answer. You can picture a mother and child having this routine
where she is learning about new things and talking to her mother.
The mother asks the same question each day because she is waiting
for her daughter to see beyond the childlike perspective that most kids
have and to also see the harsh reality of life.

3.

Explain the speaker’s view of the world as a child. Use specific
examples from the text. She sees only the positive and the beauty.
Everything is new and there are endless possibilities.

4.

How does the speaker’s tone change? Cite examples from the text.
In stanza 3 you see that she also sees the negative side of things..she
sees the “gray”, the “crying of children”, “hunger”, “famine” and “wars
and blood”, “guns and blood”.

5.

How does the mother interpret these changes? The mother interprets
this as her child maturing because she is no longer naive, she can see
both sides of a situation.

6.

What does knowing  “the world isn't such a pretty place” symbolize?
Explain how the change in how she sees the world has signalled her
change from child to adult. At the beginning, she sees everything through
the view of a child--only the beauty and fun. As she starts to mature, she
sees that things are more complex--not all good, not all bad.

Day 4:
Answers to
questions to
Same Drugs

1. The chorus of the song is “We don’t do the, we don’t do the same
drugs no more”. If the speaker is talking about relationships, what is
the phrase “same drugs” a metaphor (a comparison) for? The same
drugs is a metaphor for all the things that the speaker and the person
he is talking to had in common. They have changed and grown over
time and they no longer do or feel the same things.
2.

In the first stanza, the speaker tells Wendy that she has aged and
gotten old. Is he surprised, angry, upset? What words tell you how he
feels? Why do you think he feels this way? He is surprised and
saddened that she has grown up..He asks her when she
changed..almost like he didn’t notice it happening until it was too late.
He feels upset and betrayed because he tells her that “I thought you’d
never grow up”. Students might cite different reasons for his feelings,
but you might want them to think about relationships they have had
where one or both of the people in the relationship have changed and
they start to grow apart.

Why do you think that the speaker says “we don't do what we say
we're gonna”? (Hint: Again, think about a relationship that is either
ending or changing) This is a reference to him wanting to save the
relationship, but sometimes even when we say we will “keep in touch” or
“stay friends”, and even if we mean it, we don’t and start to move apart.
He already feels betrayed by the fact that she has grown up and apart
from it, so he sees this as inevitable.
4. The last stanza refers to what life was like when they were kids. PIck 2-3
lines and explain how he describes childhood and how that might be
different as we grow up. Answers will vary but may include: All of the
references describe things that children might do like “color inside the
lines” , look at things with “wide eyed” wonder and thinking only “happy
thoughts”. As we get older, all of those things can change.
3.

Answers to
the
questions to
Seven Years

1.

2.

What do you think of the pieces of advice given by the singer’s mom and
dad? Have you ever been given similar advice from your parents?
Answers will vary

Fill out three of the sections of the timeline below by listing three major life
events that happen to the speaker in the song.
Answers will vary but can include:

7 years
old

It was a big
world and
he and his
friends
thought they
could do
anything.

11
years
old
He was
getting
older,
started
smoking
and drinking
and looking
for ways to
make
money

20
years
old
He has
started
writing
songs. Very
focused on
his goals of
having a
band

30
years
old
He has
already
“made it” as
a musician
and traveled
the world.
He gets
married and
has kids.

60
years
old
He is a
grandfather
and hopes
his
grandkids
will come
and spend
time with
him.

3. How does the speaker change throughout his life? Pick one transitional
period (between 7 and 11, between 11 and 20, between 20 and 30, or
between 30 and 60) and describe how he is different and how his life has
changed. Answers will vary. See above.
Day 5:
Questions to
Answers
about Youth
Activists.

Graphic Organizer: Students pick any two Activists--answers will vary but can
include:
Activist 1: Zion Kelly (Gun Control)
Event that changed his life: His brother was shot and killed.
How he/she responded: He began to speak out about gun control and
demand legislative gun control. He meets with city and national leaders
about the importance of getting guns off the street.
Notable achievement: What is something he/she accomplished?He has
become a well known activist in Washington DC and is able to speak to people
who have influence: Mayor, congressional reps, etc...
Activist 2 : Ashean Johnson (Educational Reform)
Event that changed his life: Chicago public schools wanted to close his school
How he/she responded: He has become a speaker and advocate for funding
public schools in Chicago and nationally.
Notable achievement: What is something he/she accomplished?
He spoke out a a Board of Ed meeting and has also spoken out at a national
level --speaking on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in DC. The school
board ended up not closing his school.
Activist 3: Sophie Cruz (Immigration Reform)
Event that changed her life: She learned her parents could be deported
because they are undocumented.
How he/she responded: She pushed past crowds and security to get a note to

the Pope and ask for his help.
Notable achievement: What is something he/she accomplished? She has
spoken at the national level at the Women’s March in DC and also got to
speak to President Obama about immigration.
Activist 4: Sonita Alizadeh
Event that changed her life: She was set to be married at the age of 10 and
later at 16--against her will.
How he/she responded: She began rapping about and released a rap video
telling the story of girls being sold into marriage by their families.
Notable achievement: What is something he/she accomplished? She
prevented her own forced marriage and got a scholarship to finish her
education here in the United States.

Science Week 6 Answer Key
Day 1 - Chemical and Physical Changes

1. Chemical Changeis a type of change in which a new substance is formed; for example:
burning something.
2. Physical Changeis a type of change in which a new substance is NOT formed; for example:
boiling water.
3. Catalystis a substance that speeds up a chemical reaction.
4. Oxidizeris a chemical that provides a lot of oxygen to help things burn.
5. Hydrogenis a gas less dense than air that has no color or smell. It is extremely flammable,
meaning it can burn.
6. Carbon Dioxideis a gas without any color or smell that is commonly found in soda. It is also
called CO2 and comes out the back of a car or bus that is running.
Day 2 - Recycling

1. Which of the following is sometimes recycled into fibers for carpets or clothing?
a. Aluminum cans
b. Plastic bottles
c. Paper
2. Which of the following materials is converted into a pulp or slurry during the recycling process?
a. Aluminum cans
b. Plastic bottles
c. Paper
3. Gold is sometimes recovered from recycling which of the following materials?
a. Computers
b. Aluminum cans
c. Plastic bottles
4. How many arrows are there in the typical recycling loop?
a. 3
b. 4
c. 5
5. What do the arrows of the recycling loop represent?
a. The main materials that can be recycled
b. A different step in the recycling process
c. A different method of recycling materials

6. Around what percentage of trash in the United States is recycled?
a. 33%
b. 27%
c. 10%
7. Recycling can be a very complicated process and is different depending on the type of
material.
a. TRUE
b. FALSE
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Social Studies Week 6 Answers
Day 1

Why is history so important to society?
History is important because it helps society form an identity and it tells us what has
happened that has worked for society and what hasn’t worked. We can learn valuable
lessons from history. History is society’s memory!
Why is it too simple to describe history as “what happened in the past”? What more is in
the equation of what history is?
History consists of evidence and interpretation. We don’t know exactly what happened in
the past unless we lived through it. Historians have to interpret evidence of the past and
try to make sense of it. So calling history “what happened in the past” doesn’t account for
different perspectives or interpretations.
Why is history evolving?
History evolves as historians interpret historical evidence differently. When making sense
of historical evidence and source, historians bring in their life experiences because those
factor into how they will understand the evidence. As new historians study the evidence,
history evolves with their changing mindsets and perspective.

Day 2

Were ‘witches’ burned at the stake as punishment in Salem? If not, how were they
punished?
No, they were not burned. They were hung at the gallows and one was crushed to death.
Why do you think people have the misconception that burnings at the stake happened in
Salem?
Other events in history have included burnings at the stake, and in other places in the
world witches were burned alive, so people get this confused with the Salem Witch trials.
In the section on teen angst and patriarchal oppression, the author explains how some
historians believe teenage angst and societal rules that favor men played a role in
causing the witch trials. What are some pieces of evidence or factors used to support this
argument by historians?
(1) Most of the accusers during the witch trials were teenagers, which shows they may
have been rebelling. (2) Most of the accused were women, which may show that they
were being treated poorly.
In the section headed ‘boredom and guilt” the author explains that the witch trials started
with two young girls “began to hide under furniture, scream, and bark like dogs.” In your
opinion, based on your life experiences, do these seem like frightening or very odd
behaviors for young girls? Why or why not?
Answers may vary but should likely include that this behavior doesn’t seem that odd as
we know that children role play and have tantrums and act up. In Salem, however, where
the town was very strict and religious, these behaviors were not as accepted as they are
today.
In 1692, the girls’ behavior was determined to be very alarming. Based on your answer
above would you say that interpretations of this type of behavior has changed over time?
Answers may vary. See answer above.

Why do you think so many theories for explaining the Salem witch trials have been
developed by historians? How can you explain why there are so many different theories?
Answers may vary. Historians continue to consider explanations around the witch trials
because it is an interesting period in time and there is no certain answer. As more
evidence comes to light, more can be studied and explored to discover new theories.
Different theories come about because of new evidence and because of new
interpretations of evidence by historians who bring different perspectives to the table.
Day 3

Mostly opinion-based questions. Answers will vary.

Day 4

How does the article describe the Texians who fought against the Mexican Army at the
Alamo?
The article describes the Texians as heroes who were fighting for their liberty, as people
who should be remembered and honored, and describes them as being mighty and
brave.
Why did the Texians rebel against the Mexican government and engage the Mexican
Army in this battle? What were they fighting for?
They were fighting for their lives and for liberty. To protect their land.
Based on these last two articles, Why did the Texians rebel against the Mexican
government and engage the Mexican Army in this battle? What were they fighting for?
Texians were fighting over disputes around taxes and their ability to own slaves.
Did you answer the last question change as compared to when you answered it after
reading the first article?
Students’ answers should be in the affirmative.

Day 5

Matching
A. Imperial
B. Whig
C. Loyalist
D. New Left
E. Revolutionary
The rest of the answers will vary by student.

