ELA Answers

Day 1:
Answers will vary but can include the following: For Mrs. Luella Bates Washington
Completing the
Jones.
Graphic
Which character did you choose? _______________________
Organizer on
Characterization: Trait: (Example: Evidence: (Example: Fabian
Type of
Shy, Funny,
Mean)

was making jokes that made
others laugh.)

Characterization:
(Direct or Indirect)

Evidence: (Example: Fabian
was making jokes that made
others laugh.)

Type of
Characterization:
(Direct or Indirect)

Strict
Outspoken
Kind/caring
Angry
Impatient
Violent
Physically
Strong
Understanding

For Roger:
Trait: (Example:
Shy, Funny,
Mean)

quiet
thief
sad
lonely
wishful
scared
Physically weak

Day 1:
Answering the
Questions for
Thank You,
Ma’am.

1. Answers will vary but should include some of the following reasons. Ms. Jones
doesn’t call the police because she decides to deal with the situation on her own.
She is determined to teach him a lesson. In the text, she tells him, “You ought to be
my son. I would teach you right from wrong.” Later she also tells him “When I get
through with you, sir, you are going to remember Mrs. Luella Bates Washington
Jones.” The reader can infer that she feels it is her role to deal with the situation on
her own. Later in the story she also reveals that she wants to know WHY he wanted
to steal from him when she says, “Then we’ll eat,” said the woman, “I believe you’re
hungry—or been hungry—to try to snatch my pocketbook.” This prompts the boy to
explain himself.
2. Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones is both a tough lady and a soft-hearted person.
She shows her “toughness” through her physical reaction to Roger, when she fights
him for the pocketbook and physically drags him to her home. She is also
emotionally tough because she is very blunt and harsh with Roger when she talks to

him about what he has done. She is understanding about his desire for blue suede
shoes. She feeds Roger and fusses over him as if he were her son.
3.

Answers will vary but students could note any of the following—the text mentions
that he wants her to trust him. He responds to the fact that she is not hiding her
pocketbook and she is not acting scared or suspicious around him and this makes
him want to honor her trust in him. A student might note that he is responding to her
lack of pressure and kindness in how she cares for him—she is allowing him to wash
himself up and is going to feed him instead of calling the police. In their conversation,
you find out he doesn’t seem to have anyone to care for him at home so he might be
responding to that. The reader might also sense an innate respect for elders, that
once he has been caught, he is listening to her and doing what she says. The

4. After he tells her that he wanted blue suede shoes, the woman reveals that when
she was young she “wanted things I could not get” and hints that she might have
stolen things as well when she says that she has done things she doesn’t want to
talk about—not even to God.
5. Answers will vary based on opinion.
Day 2
Completing
graphic
organizer for
“We and They”

We
NOUNS:
Pork, beef
Us,
Birds, gun
Friends
Food
Doors
Doctors
people

They
NOUNS:
Knives, rice
Tree, grubs, clay
Lions, spears
Friends, tea
doors
milk, blood
Thatch
Wizards
Heathen
VERBS:
VERBS:
Eat
Live
Shoot
Gobble
Dress
Horrified
Like
Feast
Stay
Stick
Eat
Un (dress)
Fee
Like
Agree,
Drink
Say
Pay
Note: Although students were not asked to look at adjectives (describing
words) they might notice the difference in the adjectives being used as
well: for we the author uses adjectives like: kitchen, good, nice. For
they, he uses adjectives like: impudent, impossible, ignorant, scandalous,
disgusting.
Ask students to note the images that the author is trying to create—by
describing a thatch roof and spears and lions and wizards, he is trying to

create an image of an uncivilized people whereas the “we” in the poem
live in houses and dress up and go to doctors instead of to wizards.
In the end, though, he notes that even if “we” look at others as less then,
they are probably doing the same thing to “us” because we are different
and we tend to look down on what is different.
A “we” always creates a “they”.

Day 2:
Answering the
questions to “We
and They”

1.

The connotations of the words in we suggest positive characteristics and a sense
of being more “civilized”. Examples can include “live in houses” , “dress up” and
“doctors”.

2.

The connotations of the of the words for they suggest negative characteristics
and a sense of being uncivilized, gobble, less advanced.—words like impudent,
“open thatch roof” , “spears”, “gobble”.

3. The author builds this image of the “they” as less than we. But at the end of each
stanza, note that he talks about how they might think the same of us.
4. Our perspective affects how we view others and we tend to attach value to others
based on our own experience and what we believe. But we need to understand
that others with different perspectives can see us in the same way.
5. Theme: Understand that our perspective or our experiences tend to bias us
against others and instead of attaching value to it, we should understand that it is
not necessarily good or bad, it is just different.
Day 3: Answer
the questions
about the Poem:
Identity

1.

Sam wants to connect to others in the neighborhood and contribute to them. He
also sees himself as someone who brings people together and believes he can
try to do this in the garden as well. He also mentions that he has always wanted
a garden.

2.

“Sewing up rips in the neighborhood” would mean that he works to find ways to
resolve conflicts in the neighborhood and to bring people together in a sense of
community.

3. Sam notices that even though the people in the garden are very diverse, they
tend to gather or interact only with people who are like them instead of mixing
together—(Blacks on one side, whites on another, Asians in another section and
Central Americans in a separate section.
.
4. While it disappoints Sam to see the different factions, he understands that it is
human nature to seek others who are like us.
5. Initially, the garden seems like a paradise because everyone is working towards a
common goal and there are no “threats” to what they want to achieve, but once
they are “threatened” by outside pressures like littering and vandalism in the form

of the man who starts ripping out people’s plants, they tend to turn against one
another and start to look out for themselves. Instead of coming together as a
community to resolve these problems, they separate even more and begin to only
look after their own interests and protect themselves instead of the whole garden
and the community it represents.

Day 4:
Answering the
questions to
“Jose Andres
Fed Puerto Rico
and May
Change the Way
Aid is Given”

1.

Some of the logistical challenges were the lack of electricity, the lack of sources
for food (stores and restaurants were destroyed in the storm) and restaurant
materials as well as the lack of people to help.

2.

Answers will vary, but can include the following: Kitchens near the World Trade
Center in New York served thousands of meals each day to emergency workers
after 9/11. In response to the 2004 earthquake off the coast of Sumatra,
Indonesia, the celebrity chef Cat Cora started Chefs for Humanity. Competition
barbecue teams that headed to Joplin, Mo., after the 2011 tornadoes organized
themselves into Operation BBQ Relief, a nonprofit group that has since
responded to more than 40 disasters. Chefs in Northern California came together
to provide a steady stream of meals for people who had lost homes to wildfires.
The restaurateur and TV personality Guy Fieri, organized a team of
volunteers and began serving mashed potatoes and pork loin to firefighters and
others in a parking lot in Santa Rosa during the wildfires and Mr. Andrés helped
out after Hurricane Sandy and he rallied local chefs in Houston to help feed
survivors of Hurricane Harvey. Other Houston chefs and caterers started a
website called “I Have Food I Need Food” and used social media to create a
system to organize donations, cook food and get it delivered.

3. The people of Puerto Rico view him as a hero, offering to buy him drinks, asking
him for selfies, thanking him personally and praying for him.
4. Answers will vary.
5. Governments often have to move more slowly because they have specific rules
and procedures that they have to follow, have approved, etc. When private
citizens or groups get involved, they are able to do things differently and quickly
because they don’t have to follow all of the same rules (For example—in order to
feed people, the government would have to follow a process of buying the food
getting it approved and then setting up a fair system of distributing it, but Andres’
group just went to the stores and bought up cheese and quickly got to work. They
bypassed all the “rules” or procedures that a government agency would have to
follow). This allows private agencies to respond quickly and get help to where it is
needed.
6. Answers will vary.
Day 4. Graphic
organizer re:
responsibilities
to our
communities.

Answers will vary, but students should think of what they can do to not only maintain the
community but to also benefit it. For self, they might consider actions like: staying
healthy, staying out of trouble, working to improve their skills---because all of these things
will help them improve themselves and be able to contribute to other communities.

Day 5: Quote
Responses
Day 5: Creating
a Guide

Answers will vary.
See Sample.

Science Answers
Day 1 - Ecosystems

1. An ecosystem is best described by which of the following?
a. All living things and non-living things and how they interact with each other.
b. How living things survive and remain healthy.
c. All living things and non-living things and how they survive independently.
d. When the sunlight gives life to the non-living things.
2. The non-living parts of the ecosystem are called which of the following?
a. Biotic factors
b. Environmental factors
c. Abiotic factors
d. Climate factors
3. The living parts of an ecosystem are called which of the following?
a. Abiotic factors
b. Environmental factors
c. Climate factors
d. Biotic factors
4. Each kind of organism whether it is an animal, plant, fungus, or bacteria is a member of a
different:
a. Family
b. Species
c. Culture
d. Factor
5. All the organisms of a species living in the same area make up which of the following?
a. An ecosystem
b. A producer
c. A population
d. A consumer
6. Fungi and bacteria contribute which of the following to the ecosystem?
a. They decompose dead plants and animals and turn them into useful things.
b. They consume dead plants and survive in the community.
c. They provide oxygen to other plants and animals in the ecosystem.
d. They give off carbon dioxide to plants so they can make food.
7. The environment must have the right temperature for organisms to survive.
a. TRUE
b. FALSE

Day 2 - Community Structures
1. What is a community structure?
Community structure is the composition of a community, including the number of species in
that community and their relative numbers.
2. What are two important measures ecologists use to describe the composition of a community?
species richness species diversity
3. Why do communities with the highest species richness tend to be found near the equator?
Communities with the highest species richness tend to be found near the equator because
there are a lot of solar energy, warm temperatures, large amounts of rainfall, and little
seasonal change.
4. What two functions make up a species diversity?
the number of different species in the community (species richness)
their relative abundances (species evenness)
5. What are two factors that influence community structure?
Any two of the five:
The climate patterns of the community's location.
The geography of the community's location.
The heterogeneity (patchiness) of the environment.
The frequency of disturbances, or disruptive events.
Interactions between organisms.
6. What are two types of species that have unusually strong impacts on community structure?
foundation species keystone species
7. Ecological communities are exactly the same.
a. TRUE
b. FALSE

Week 4: Social Studies Answers
Day
1

Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

True
False. The civil war lasted for decades and ended in 1996
False. Coffee is a large export of Guatemala
True
False. In 1821 Guatemala declared independence from Spain.

What foods do the Mendozas have at their house?
The picture shows a lot of fruits, rice, potatoes, and vegetables (onions, carrots, green
beans, tomatoes, peppers, etc.). There is also a jug of water.
What are the religions of Guatemala? Are any of them the same as in the USA?
Guatemalans practice roman catholicism, Protestantism, and a mixture of other Mayan
traditions.
What are the houses typically made from in Guatemala?
Homes in rural communities of Guatemala are typically made of sun-dried adobe bricks with
tile roofs, or they are made of wood with thatched roofs.
2

What is the giant desert in Mongolia called? List three things you learned about that desert.
The desert is the Gobi. Answers will vary based on three things they learned, but may
include that the Gobi is expanding, the first dinasour egg was discovered in the Gobi,
Bactrian camels can be found in the Gobi.
3. How were Mongolian hats different based on who is going to wear hats? What types of
things do the hats symbolize?
There are different hats for the old and young, men and women, as well as for different
seasons. Special hats are worn for ceremonies and celebrations. Hats can also symbolize
a person’s wealth or social position. Some hats were designed to keep away evil spirits.

3

1. What were the traditional ways that Kuwaitis earned their livelihood, before working in
oil became the popular career?
Traditional occupations were boat building, pearl diving, fishing, and raising livestock.
2. What is the main religion of Kuwait? Do Americans also practice that religion?
Islam. Yes, Americans practice Islam.
3. What is the geography like in Kuwait? What is the land and weather like?
Kuwait is located on the coast of the Arabian Peninsula, so it has access to water. Nearly all
of the country is flat, sandy desert, with only a few hills. There are oases that provide water
and fertile land for nomadic people.
4. Why did the Persian Gulf War start? (hint: why did Iraq invade Kuwait?)
Iraq invaded Kuwait in an attempt to take over its oil and wealth, which started the Gulf War.

Why do Kuwati families expand their homes?
Families expand their homes to accommodate their growing family and allow for different
generations to live together.

